Jacksonville State University

JSU Digital Commons
Chanticleer

Historical Newspapers

2021-12-16

Chanticleer | December 16, 2021
Jacksonville State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.jsu.edu/lib_ac_chanty

Hot take: Surviving finals week
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/03/hot-take-surviving-finals-week/
December 3, 2021

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
The time is upon us again. Another semester comes to a close, and finals week is here. All
the work you’ve put into this semester is coming to a grand conclusion. It’s a hectic time to
be a college student. Between making plans for the upcoming holidays and preparing for
final exams, it can feel overwhelming. To make things a little easier for you, here are some
tips to help you survive finals week.
1. Fight the urge to cram.
This seems like it would be a no-brainer. Finals are a big deal, and you want to do your best.
It’s alarmingly easy to fall into old traps like procrastinating studying and then attempting to
cram the night before your big test.
According to a study by Time.com, students who crammed all their studying into the night
before a test only passed their exams with an average score. Often the information you take
while cram studying doesn’t stick with you very long or will even leave you during the exam.
For the best level of retention, it’s best to spread your study time out throughout the week
leading up to your exam. It is recommended by the University of Florida’s Robert Hatch to
spend 2-3 a day hours studying.
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2. Take care of yourself mentally and physically.
Putting your mind and body under more stress will negatively impact your performance. If
you’re sleep deprived it’ll be more difficult to retain all that studying you’re taking in. At a time
when it feels like everything is on the line, it’s important to make sure you’re in peak
condition.
3. Find a good study group (and actually study.)
It’s something we’ve all heard many times in our college careers: repetition is key. Meeting
with a study group will help you learn the information in new ways. Going through the
information with a study group gives you the opportunity to get a new perspective on
concepts you might be struggling with and it also breaks up the cycle of taking notes then
reading notes. Talking things out certainly has its benefits. We tend to remember
conversations we engage in. Helping other people understand the concepts at hand will help
you refine your own knowledge as well.
While study groups are also a good way to make friends, make sure you avoid wasting too
much study time with social conversations.
4. Have a study playlist.
Music is key to the lives of many people. Studies have found that playing music during
lectures and study time heightens test scores. Music stimulates your mind and heightens
your reception to information. According to Duke Cancer Institute music boosts retention
because it helps reduce anxiety. Anything that helps reduce the anxiety felt during finals
week is a helpful tool to use.
5. Avoid distractions in your study space.
It is recommended that you have a space dedicated to your studies, and while you’re there
you should limit distractions. It’s difficult to focus on studying if you’re just itching to open
your latest Snapchat notification and then the next thing you know you’ve ended up down a
rabbit hole of Tik Tok conspiracy theories.
However, your cell phone isn’t the only thing that can be distracting. If you don’t live alone,
make sure your cohabitants know when you’re studying so they don’t offer unneeded
distractions.
These are just a few ways to help you prepare for your final exams. There’s a multitude of
ways to get yourself ready. Everyone has their own way of learning. Just take a deep breath,
drink some water, and make sure you’re taking care of yourself.

2/2

Lady Gamecocks win big at home against Young Harris
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/04/lady-gamecocks-win-big-at-home-against-young-harris/
December 4, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State Women’s Basketball team scored over 90 points in a game for the first
time since the 2017 season as they dominated the Young Harris Mountain Lions in a 91-58
win at home Tuesday, Nov. 30. The victory pushed the Gamecocks to a 5-2 record. The win
was also the third win in a row for JSU. Young Harris suffered their first loss of the season
after the game.
JSU had four players score in double figures as junior point guard Nekiyah Thompson led
the way with 16 points. Kennedy Gavin followed Thompson with 14 points. Keira Griffin
tallied 12 points and Imari Martin added 11 points for JSU. Thompson also led the
Gamecocks with a career high of seven assists in the game. Gavin led JSU in rebounds with
11 giving her a third double-double on the season. Madison McCoy followed Gavin with eight
rebounds in the competition.
Jacksonville State came out with a blazing hot start opening the game with a 7-0 run.
Thompson scored to extend the JSU lead to 11-2 before a 7-2 run by the Mountain Lions cut
the Gamecock lead to four, 13-9. JSU was able to take a six point lead of 17-11 into the
second quarter. Griffin hit a three-point basket as the Gamecocks opened the second period
on a 10-4 run extending their lead to 27-15. JSU continued to pour it on in the second
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quarter after Bre’Anna Rhodes scored an and-one to extend the JSU lead to 20 points, 47-27
with a few ticks under a minute remaining in the opening half. JSU was able to take a 49-29
lead into the halftime break following a pair of Shawnta Shaw free throws.
Following the break, JSU went on a 17-2 run to gain a 38 point advantage, 71-32. JSU
gained their largest lead of the game of 39 following a transition layup by Shawnta Shaw
extended the lead to 79-40 with just under one minute remaining in the third quarter. Young
Harris was able to outscore the Gamecocks, 16-12, in the final period of the game. This
would not be close to enough to cut into the margin the Gamecocks held as JSU would win
91-58. This was the first time JSU scored 90 or more points since January 2017 when the
Gamecocks scored 97 in a victory over Murray State.
The Gamecocks were able to dominate the rebounding category as well as they had 46
boards compared to 31 from Young Harris. 16 of those 46 rebounds were offensive rebounds
for the Gamecocks. These offensive rebounds led to 19 second chance points for JSU. Four
of Gavin’s 11 rebounds were offensive rebounds. Gavin leads the entire ASUN in offensive
rebounds this season to this point. The rebounding advantage has been huge for the
Gamecocks as JSU is 5-0 when out rebounding their opponents.
Head coach Rick Pietri told JSU Sports Information, “There’s a number of things that I did
like. While we went through a stretch where we had difficulty making our perimeter shots, we
did give ourselves additional chances with offensive rebounds and those led to points.”
Coach Pietri also praised the rebounding tenacity of Gavin by saying, “She’ll go get us
second chances which is a big deal. She’s an extremely capable defensive rebounder as
well. She has a nose for it on the offensive glass and that’s always helpful because if you
aren’t making the first shot it certainly helps to get the second one.”
JSU hit 12 of 44 three point attempts in the game which is one shot shy of tying the school
record for most threes attempted in a game. The record of 45 was set and tied in 2020.
Martin and Griffin both made three three-pointers in the game to lead the way for JSU’s
shooting. JSU is now set to face Alabama State at the Pete Mathews Coliseum Sunday, Dec.
5. The game is set for a 2 p.m. tip off.
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JSU Athletics hosts press conference to introduce Rich
Rodriguez as head football coach
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/01/jsu-athletics-hosts-press-conference-to-introduce-rich-rodriguez-as-head-footballcoach/
December 1, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
On Tuesday afternoon, Jacksonville State athletics hosted a press conference to announce
Rich Rodriguez as the next head coach of the Jacksonville State Gamecocks football team.
“What a great day to be at JSU and a great day for Gamecocks athletics,” said JSU
President Don Killingsworth. “At JSU, we are committed to excellence in athletics, and we do
feel that this hire will continue that foundation of excellence that is expected here at JSU.
Moving forward with a winning attitude, our expectations are not changing as we move to
Conference USA and FBS football.”
“Our goal is to bring the best student athletes we can to Jacksonville State and to develop
them better than anyone in the country,” said newly introduced JSU head football coach Rich
Rodriguez.
Rodriguez brings a new level of experience to Jacksonville State. After compiling a 60-26
record with multiple AP top 10 finishes at the University of West Virginia, Rodriguez took the
head coaching vacancy at the University of Michigan. After three years coaching the
Wolverines, Rodriguez went on to coach at Arizona, compiling a 43-35 record.
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Rodriguez spent his last time with a power five school in 2019, serving as offensive
coordinator for the Ole Miss Rebels in 2019 under Matt Luke.
In 2021, Rodriguez served as the offensive coordinator for the Louisiana–Monroe Warhawks,
who compiled a 4-8 record in the Sun Belt Conference this season after going winless the
season before.
“Regarding the staff, I’ve probably had more than a hundred people call or text or whatever,
but there’s a lot of people that want to come here,” said Rodriguez. “Some of them are from
or have ties to the state of Alabama, and some haven’t, but I’ll be able to put a great staff, an
unbelievable staff, together. In fact, hopefully by Christmas, we’ll have most of the staff.”
Killingsworth also noted the qualities he saw in coach Rodriguez, noting the level of coaching
and the passion that he brings to JSU.
“He’s been here and he’s done that. He is a tried and true professional at the highest level of
collegiate athletics in coaching football. I like his passion and I like his discipline for the team
and for student athletes,” said Killingsworth when asked about what he sees in Rodriguez.
“When we began the search for our next coach, we were looking for a coach that had a
winning record, knows how to be successful on the field and in the classroom,” said Greg
Seitz, Jacksonville State athletics Director. “We were looking for someone with head
coaching experience, someone who could recruit top talent and someone who had coached
at the highest level. I am excited to stand in front of you today and let you know we have
found all of those characteristics and then some in Coach Rich Rodriguez.”
Killingsworth added that the new conference change allowed them to explore more options
at the head coach position.
“As we decided to move forward with that conference, we had already understood that there
would be a coaching change so that just helped us start that coaching search going forward
that had opened up the recruiting for a new coach in a different level,” said Killingsworth. “We
had many coaches that would not have looked at us prior that were interested at that point.”
In 2022, the Gamecocks have two games that have been announced, with the rest of the
2022 schedule to be released at a later point. The Gamecocks will travel to Murray, Kentucky
to play the Murray State Racers on Sept. 10. A week later, the team will face FBS opponent
Tulsa in Tulsa, Oklahoma on Sept. 17.
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New opportunity brews on campus for students to get to
know the UPD at Coffee with a Cop
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/02/new-opportunity-brews-on-campus-for-students-to-get-to-know-the-upd-at-coffee-witha-cop/
December 3, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
On Dec. 1, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion hosted Coffee with a Cop at the TMB lobby.
Students and faculty had the opportunity to grab some free coffee and donuts and meet
members of the Jacksonville University Police Department.
The Office of Diversity and Inclusion organized this event with Chief Michael Barton and the
UPD in an effort to bridge the gap in the relationship between police officers and students,
according to Jacob Phillips, Administrative Assistant of the Office of Diversity and Inclusion.
Charlcie Vann, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, said the office’s goal is to create a
welcoming environment for all students by recognizing and celebrating diversity on campus.
Vann wants students to know “if you’re different, if you’re an underrepresented group, if
you’re a part of the LGBTQ, you’re welcome here.”
One step in ensuring JSU maintains a welcoming campus is by changing the negative
perception of police officers some students may have, according to Vann, and the office
hopes to accomplish this by giving students and cops an opportunity to meet each other at
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Coffee with a Cop.
“We want students to know that cops are people. We are trying to dismiss the myth that cops
are bad or evil. They’re here to help us. That’s what this whole thing is about,” Vann said.
Barton said the UPD works with the Office of Diversity and Inclusion on a regular basis to
ensure officers are properly trained and educated on campus diversity. The office also helps
them identify any problem areas that need to be addressed.
“If they become aware of an issue or perception issue across campus, we will try to work to
resolve that,“ Barton said. “Usually it comes down to somebody didn’t understand or they
don’t know the perspective of the police officer because they don’t know them as a person.
So, that’s when Director Vann came up with the idea of doing this together to have the
opportunity for people to come and meet the officers and get to know them a little better on a
personal basis.”
Coffee with a Cop will be a regular event on campus, happening on the first Wednesday of
each month. Students can find more information about dates, times, and locations on the
Office of Diversity and Inclusion’s webpage and social media.
The office encourages students to come out and meet the officers who are in charge of
protecting and serving them, and the officers are excited to meet students, too.
Three members of the UPD staff at the event were Captain Brandon Singleton, Officer Betsy
Lopez, and Officer Stephen Curvin.
Singleton hopes Coffee with a Cop will help students “get to know the police officers as a
person instead of an authority figure.”
“You know, we’re not your enemy. We’re not here to arrest you or write you tickets. We’re
here to make sure you have a safe, enjoyable college experience,” Singleton said.
Lopez has been working as an officer at UPD for over five years, and she said working on
campus has shown her that “we really do hold up the saying that JSU is the Friendliest
Campus in the South.”
It also has shown her that JSU is a melting pot of cultures that law enforcement must
educate themselves on.
According to Lopez, as an officer, recognizing diversity on campus means “knowing different
cultures and how other people see respect and disrespect, and working together to show
that we do care and we do want to learn about different ethnicities and races and include
them and make them feel respected because they are part of our campus, too.”

2/3

Another officer, Curvin, has been with the UPD for one year but originally worked for the
Jacksonville Police Department for three years. When asked about how working at a campus
department differs from working at a city department, Curvin said that JSU brings a more
personable experience from being able to work with a community of diverse students and
faculty.
He also commented on how being responsible for so many different students can make the
job as an officer more difficult.
“You have people from all over the world coming here, so their thoughts and views on law
enforcement might be different,” Curvin said.
Coffee with a Cop not only is a chance for students to get to know the officers, but also is a
great way for students to bring up any questions or concerns in an honest, non-threatening
environment, according to Barton.
“If students are aware of any issues or there’s a problem area that they want to bring to our
attention, this is a perfect place to do that and explain that to us,” Barton said. “If there’s a
question about why we do something or how we do something, it’s a good time for them to
understand the reasons behind policing.”
One student who attended the event was Abbie Beatty, and she said the officers were
friendly to her as she fixed herself a cup of coffee and thinks other students should join the
gatherings in the future to start conversations with the officers.
“I think it’s really important to have a good relationship because they are here to keep us
safe and protect the campus and students here,” Beatty said. “So I think it’s important that
students realize that it’s a positive thing and that our UPD officers are here for them.”

3/3

Five ways to spread joy this holiday season by donating
to local charities and organizations
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/03/five-ways-to-spread-joy-this-holiday-season-by-donating-to-local-charities-andorganizations/
December 4, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
For anyone looking for a way to lend a helping hand to those struggling during the holiday
season, here are a few charities and organizations you can consider making a donation to:
Toys for Tots
Toys for Tots is an organization that helps give children toys for Christmas in cases where
parents can not afford to purchase toys. Toys for Tots believes every child deserves to
experience the joy of opening Christmas gifts, regardless of their family’s financial situation. If
you want to be a part of bringing the magic of Christmas to a child in need, you can bring an
unwrapped toy to Jacksonville City Hall, Jacksonville City Police Department, Jacksonville
Public Library, or Jacksonville Community Center. There are also various participating
retailers around Jacksonville such as Advance America.
Jacksonville Christian Outreach Center (JCOC)
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JCOC is a faith-based nonprofit organization that has provided direct relief assistance to
those in need for over 25 years. Some of the services they provide include utility assistance,
school supplies ministry, coat ministry, medical and prescription assistance, and rent
assistance. You can offer your support to JCOC by purchasing a $5 bag of food at
Johnson’s, bringing an unopened toy to Effina’s A Tuscan Grille, or supporting a local beauty
pageant, which supports the organization in return.
Salvation Army
Many people are probably familiar with this organization. You have likely seen red collection
tins and people ringing bells outside of local grocery stores. Salvation Army has four core
services they provide: grocery and food assistance, bill-pay assistance, Angel Tree Program,
and holiday events. Through these services, Salvation Army is able to provide meals for
families in need, assist with heating and electric bills, gift less fortunate children with
Christmas presents such as toys and clothes, and host gift giving parties for hospital visits.
Your donation to the organization will go towards these services to provide families with the
means to make Christmas special for everyone.
Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is a charity operated by the Christian relief organization known as
the “Samaritan’s Purse.” It works to provide its partner charities from all around the world
with shoeboxes filled with toys, school supplies, and hygiene products for children in need.
The organization even sends these shoeboxes to communities in need in other countries
facing issues such as famine, war, and disease. You can support this organization by
donating supplies, filling a shoebox, or making a financial donation that will go towards gifts
and shipping costs.
Christmas Spirit Foundation
The Christmas Spirit Foundation is a tax-exempt charitable organization working to
recognize and support the true spirit of Christmas for U.S. troops and military families. One
of the ways the organization does this is through a program called Trees for Troops, which
packages and ships Christmas trees to troops stationed overseas to help them feel the
Christmas spirit and bring them a sense of home when they are away from loved ones during
the holidays. It has provided almost a quarter million free, real Christmas trees to military
families and troops since it started in 2005. In addition to this, the Christmas Spirit
Foundation also provides various programs including college scholarships, recycling
programs, and hurricane relief efforts. It has been awarded the “Best in America” seal of
excellence by the Independent Charities of America, and your donations can help the
organization continue to make dreams come true.
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JSU track and field engages in BSC icebreaker
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/12/06/jsu-track-and-field-engages-in-bsc-icebreaker/
December 7, 2021

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University’s track and field team competed in their first indoor meet of the
season- the Birmingham Southern (BSC) Indoor Icebreaker, which took place on Dec. 3. This
meet occurred earlier than normal, making it the first December meet since 2015.
Several Gamecocks did well in their events. Tylynn Register finished ninth in the 60 meter
(m) hurdles prelims with a time of 9.10. She managed to beat her time in the semis with a
time of 8.99, which also let her place ninth.
Malon Lee did the best out of the other Gamecocks in the 200m dash with 25.69, placing her
in 11th. For the 400m dash, Leandra Custodio got a time of 58.38, letting her have fifth
overall.
JSU had two teams compete in the 4x400m relay, with the “B” team placing 12th and the “A”
team finishing 13th out of 17. It is surprising to see a “B” team finish over an “A” team, but
this goes to show how many great athletes Jacksonville State has.
Besides the sprints, JSU also did well in the distance runs. For the one-mile run, Sierra
Wainer had a time of 5:43.60, and Trinity Schraudner had a time of 5:56.27, making them
ninth and 10th. Briar Poytress was not far behind, placing 13th and running a 6:09.37.
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Overall, these women showed their dominance in the mile. Sophomore Elizabeth Wetmore
ran the women’s 3000m in a time of 11:07.42, putting her in ninth and adding another top 10
win for Jacksonville State.
Although the jumpers had a rough night, they still placed well. Coming in 15th for high jump
was Emma Cape, who cleared 1.45 meters. Carolina Minozzi and Hally Lee came in 24th
and 25th for long jump, with their best jumps being 4.70m and 4.65m.
The pole vaulters did exceptionally well with Kayley Stanley getting in the top 10 (placing
ninth) with a height of 3.40m. Bethany Davis also had a height of 3.40m but came in 11th
because she had more attempts. Close behind her was Savannah Yates in 13th, clearing
3.10m. The pole vaulters showed out, and even though this is an individual sport, they
showed they have a strong team.
The other events contained throwing. Kirsen Gardner competed in the shot put, placing 25th,
having thrown 10.16m. She also competed in the weight throw, placing a better 17th with a
distance of 12.08m.
This year the Gamecocks will compete in five indoor events, leading up to the ASUN
Conference in February. This early start to the season will allow several attempts for JSU to
improve their personal records and gain experience for that big event. Their next meet will
occur on Jan. 15 in Birmingham at the UAB Vulcan Invitational.
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